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Welcome! 
 Welcome! to the Church of Saint Augustine and Saint Martin. 

 Welcome! whatever your age or skin color. 

 Welcome! whatever your country of origin or immigration status. 

 Welcome! whatever your gender identification or sexual orientation. 

 Welcome! whatever your religious tradition or physical ability. 

 Welcome! whatever your educational background or economic status. 

 Welcome! Everyone is welcome.  

HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 

The congregation is invited to say the text in bold print. 

THE WORD OF GOD  

ENTRANCE HYMN Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates Hymnal 436 

 

Cover: Virgin & Child (detail), probably from Sanaüja (Segarra), Museu 
Nacional d'Art de Catalunya, Barcelona (photo by Fr. Clarke) 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify 
your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  
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GLORIA   All glory be to God 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

 
Almighty and everliving God, we humbly pray that, as your only-begotten 
Son was this day presented in the temple, so we may be presented to you 
with pure and clean hearts by Jesus Christ our Lord; who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 

Please be seated. 

READING 

A Reading from the Book of Malachai. 

Thus says the Lord, “See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way 
before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. 
The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 
fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of 
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Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and 
as in former years.” [3:1-4] 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALM 84:1-6, 12 

How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of Hosts! * 
My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 

by the side of your altars, O Lord of Hosts, 
my King and my God. 

Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims’ way. 

Those who go through the desolate valley 
will find it a place of springs, * 

for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

O Lord of Hosts, * 
happy are they who put their trust in you! 

READING 

A Reading from the Letter to the Hebrews. 

Since, therefore, the children share flesh and blood, Jesus Christ himself 
likewise shared the same things, so that through death he might destroy 
the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and free those who 
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all their lives were held in slavery by the fear of death. For it is clear that 
he did not come to help angels, but the descendants of Abraham. 
Therefore he had to become like his brothers and sisters in every respect, 
so that he might be a merciful and faithful high priest in the service of 
God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the people. Because he 
himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help those who are 
being tested. [2:14-18] 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Please stand. 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

THE GOSPEL 
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When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, 
Mary and Joseph brought the child Jesus up to Jerusalem to present him to 
the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall 
be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifice according 
to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 
young pigeons.” Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward to the 
consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been 
revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he 
had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the 
temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
what was customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and 
praised God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in 
peace, according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And the 
child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is 
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—
and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There was also a prophet, 
Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great 
age, having lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, then as 
a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped 
there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she came, 
and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were 
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished 
everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to 
their own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled with 
wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. [2:22-40] 
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HOMILY The Rev’d John R. Clarke 

Please stand. 

NICENE CREED 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Let us pray to the Lord, saying, “Hear our prayer.” 

O God, the creator and preserver of all, we pray for people of every race 
and in every kind of need: make your ways known on earth, your saving 
health among all nations. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the good estate of the Catholic Church; guide and govern us 
by your Holy Spirit, that all who profess and call themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth, and hold the faith in unity of spirit, in the 
bond of peace and in righteousness of life. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the men and women of our armed forces at home and in 
distant places, that their courage may grow daily, their faith increase, and 
their strength never fail. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for police and fire personnel called to protect us, our families, and 
neighbors; our homes, our streets, and our community, that they may, 
with all who trust in you, never grow weary or faint. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for physicians, nurses, caregivers, and all others who minister to 
the sick and suffering, that they may serve their patients with wisdom and 
skill, empathy and patience. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We commend to your loving care all those who are in any ways afflicted or 
distressed, in mind, body or estate; comfort and relieve them in their need, 
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give them patience in their suffering, and bring good out of all their 
afflictions. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for the forgiveness of our sins, known and unknown, things done 
and left undone: uphold us by your Spirit that we may live and serve you 
in newness of life, to the honor and glory of your Name. 
Lord, in your mercy 
Hear our prayer. 

We pray for other Historically Black Churches of our Diocese: 
Saint Bartholomew’s, Cambridge 
Saint Cyprian’s, Roxbury 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Mattapan 
Saint John-Saint James, Roxbury 
Saint Mark’s, Dorchester 
Saint Mary’s, Dorchester 

In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we give thanks for parishes of the Boston 
Harbor Deanery: The Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Boston 
The Crossing 
The MANNA Community 
The Cathedral Chapter 
Episcopal Boston Chinese Ministry 
Postulants and Candidates for Holy Orders 

We pray for the continued growth of this Parish in mission, numbers, and 
impact for the building up of God’s kingdom. 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 

PARISH LIFE PRAYERS 

For a Birthday or Wedding Anniversary 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your 
servant(s) as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in 
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wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in your goodness all the days 
of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Travelers 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and 
whose presence we find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel; 
surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; 
and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Celebrant concludes with a Collect. 

THE PEACE 

 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  
Please remain seated. 

PREPARATION OF THE TABLE 

Blessèd are you, Lord God, King of the Universe; through your goodness 
we have this bread to offer, which earth has given and human hands have 
made. It will become for us the Bread of Heaven. 

Blessèd be God for ever. 

By the mystery of this water and this wine, may be come to share in the 
divinity of Christ, who humbled himself to share in our humanity. Amen. 

Blessèd are you, Lord God, King of the Universe; through your goodness 
we have this wine to offer, fruit of the vine and the work of human hands. 
It will become for us the Cup of Salvation. 

Blessèd be God for ever. 

Be pleased, O Lord, to accept this sacrifice which we offer with humble 
and contrite hearts. Amen. 
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OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Please stand. 

HYMN How lovely is thy dwelling-place Hymnal 517 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 
thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

The Proper Preface follows. 
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Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to 
proclaim the glory of your Name: 
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We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love 
which you have made known to us in creation; 
in the calling of Israel to be your people; 
in your Word spoken through the prophets; 
and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you. 
In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 
out of sin into righteousness, 
out of death into life. 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, 
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“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; 
and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving 
to you, O Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, 
this bread and this wine. 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts 
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ 
and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, 
that we may be acceptable through him, 
being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, 
and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Augustine, 
Blessed Martin, and all your saints, 
we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
the firstborn of all creation, 
the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, 
now and for ever.  

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM LEVAS 271 
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PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 
We do not presume 
to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under your Table. 
But you are the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord,  
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ, 
and to drink his blood, 
that we may evermore dwell in him, 
and he in us. Amen. 

COMMUNION 

Communion Music    

We invite those unable to be present with us today to pray the following: 

My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. I 
love you above all things, and I desire to receive you into my soul. Since 
I cannot at this moment receive you sacramentally, come at least 
spiritually into my heart. I embrace you as if you were already there and 
unite myself wholly to you. Never permit me to be separated from you. 
Amen. 

HYMN Lord God, you now have set our servant free Hymnal 499 
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Please stand. 
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POSTCOMMUNION PRAYER 
Let us pray. 

Almighty and everliving God, 
we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 
of the most precious Body and Blood 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
and for assuring us in these holy mysteries 
that we are living members of the Body of your Son, 
and heirs of your eternal kingdom. 
And now, Father, send us out 
to do the work you have given us to do, 
to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our Lord. 
To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, 
keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, 
and of God’s Son Jesus Christ our Lord; 
and the blessing of God Almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you, and remain with you always.  

DISMISSAL 
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HYMN God himself is with us Hymnal 475 
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POSTLUDE   

NOTICES 

This morning’s worship leaders: The Rev’d John R. Clarke, Celebrant and 
Homilist / Ron Dynneson, Organist / Linde Dynneson, Cantor / Rosetta 
Beckford, Reader / Beverley Graham, Prayers of the People 

The Presiding Bishop’s message on the death of Tyre Nichols 

Sense cannot be made of the murder of a young man at the hands of five men 

whose vocation and calling are to protect and serve. This was evil and senseless. 

There is a passage from the Hebrew prophet Jeremiah, which is later quoted in 

Matthew’s Gospel when innocent baby boys are killed by an immoral dictator: 
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A voice is heard in Ramah, 

lamentation and bitter weeping. 

Rachel is weeping for her children; 

she refuses to be comforted for her children, 

because they are no more. 

Jeremiah 31:15, Matthew 2:18 

With the murder of Tyre Nichols, another mother, as in the biblical texts, weeps, 

with the mothers of Emmett Till, Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, George Floyd, 

Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and so many others. A family grieves. A 

community fears. A nation is ashamed. Like the psalmist in the Bible, something in 

us cries out, “How long, O Lord, how long?” How long violence, how long 

cruelty, how long the utter disregard for the dignity and worth of every child of 

God? How long? 

As if this wasn’t enough, there is another horrible dimension to what happened. 

Tyre Nichols was beaten, kicked, and cursed as if he was not a human being. 

Then, after he was lying on the ground, having called for his mother, they let him 

stay there for several minutes without anyone, including the police and EMT who 

were present, providing medical assistance. Not one Good Samaritan. 

Jesus once told a story to teach about what it looks like to love one’s neighbor, 

which Moses and Jesus both said is a commandment of God. It’s a story about a 

man beaten nearly to death and left on the side of the road to die by people who 

knew what Moses taught about love for God and neighbor—and what the 

prophet Micah taught when he said that God requires three things of us: to do 

justice, to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God. 

Only one person stopped to help the man, and he did so without regard for the 

fact that they were of different religions, nationalities, ethnic groups, and even 

different politics. This second man was a Samaritan, and he helped because the 

man on the road was human. He helped because he was a fellow child of God. 

He helped because the man lying on the side of the road, regardless of race, class, 

clan, stripe, or type, was his brother. And the man who helped has been called 

the Good Samaritan. 

The fundamental call and vocation of law enforcement officials, and indeed every 

one of us, is that of the Good Samaritan. 
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Here is where there is hope: The Good Samaritan in the parable of Jesus was not 

the last one. 

There are Good Samaritans who are government officials in Memphis who, after 

assessing what happened, fired the offending officers, charged them with crimes 

against human life and dignity, and have committed to addressing systemic and 

cultural issues that created an environment in which this evil was enabled. 

There are Good Samaritans doing what is necessary to radically reform the 

environment and culture of law enforcement—to create an atmosphere in which 

the dignity and worth of every human being is respected, protected, affirmed, and 

honored. 

There are Good Samaritans in law enforcement, and other first responders, who 

often work while others sleep, laboring to protect and serve, at times risking 

their own lives for the neighbor they do not even know. 

There are Good Samaritans, people of goodwill and human decency, who are 

peacefully protesting. There are Good Samaritans who are activists working 

tirelessly for the realization of communities and countries where there is truly, as 

the Pledge of Allegiance proclaims, “liberty and justice for all.” 

While we grieve, we cannot give in or give up. Just throwing up our hands in 

despair is not an option lest we leave a brother, a sister, a sibling on the side of 

the road again. No, let more Good Samaritans arise so that Tyre Nichols’ death 

will not be in vain. 

Please pray for Tyre’s family, the whole Memphis community, this nation, and 

world. But also pray for people to rise up like the Good Samaritan and work to 

create change so this never happens again. 

And may the soul of Tyre, and the souls of all the departed, through the mercies 

of God, rest in peace and rise in glory. Amen. 

The Most Rev’d Michael B. Curry 

Presiding Bishop and Primate 
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