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THE WORD OF GOD 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN                  O come, O come, Emmanuel (6 versus)      H 056 
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OPENING ACCLAMATION    (BCP 355) 

 Celebrant:      Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

 People:           And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY    

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

KYRIE (LORD HAVE MERCY)     H S096 
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THE COLLECT OF THE DAY 

  Celebrant:    The Lord be with you. 

  People:     And also with you. 

  Celebrant:    Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 

now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great 

humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the 

living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE LESSONS 

 

THE FIRST LESSON:  A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah            [2. 1-5] 

 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 2In days to come the 

mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be 

raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it. 3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, 

let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us 

his ways and that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the 

word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4He shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for 

many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more. 5O house of 

Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord! 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

THE RESPONSE: PSALM 122 

 

1 I was glad when they said to me, * 

      “Let us go to the house of the Lord.” 

2 Now our feet are standing * 

       within your gates, O Jerusalem. 

3 Jerusalem is built as a city * 

       that is at unity with itself; 

4 To which the tribes go up, 

  the tribes of the Lord, * 

       the assembly of Israel, 

       to praise the Name of the Lord. 

5 For there are the thrones of judgment, * 

       the thrones of the house of David. 

6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 

      “May they prosper who love you. 

7 Peace be within your walls * 

       and quietness within your towers. 

8 For my brethren and companions’ sake, * 

       I pray for your prosperity. 

9 Because of the house of the Lord our God, * 

       I will seek to do you good.” 

 

 

EPISTLE: A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to the Romans        [13. 11-14] 

 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 

For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is 

near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live 

honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, 

not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for 

the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
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The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN       Books of Books Our People’s Strength                                 H 631 

The first two verses are sung, the Gospel is read, and the remaining verse is sung 

 



7 

THE GOSPEL 

  Celebrant:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Matthew 

  People:    Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 

the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in 

those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until 

the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be 

taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and 

one will be left. 42Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 

43But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was 

coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.44Therefore 

you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. 

 

Celebrant:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

People:    Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 

SERMON                                                                                                               Rev’d Fr. James M. Hairston 

 

NICENE CREED           (BCP 358) 

 

We believe in one God, 

    the Father, the Almighty, 

    maker of heaven and earth, 

    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

    the only Son of God, 

    eternally begotten of the Father, 

    God from God, Light from Light, 

    true God from true God, 

    begotten, not made, 

    of one Being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation 

        he came down from heaven: 
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    by the power of the Holy Spirit 

        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

        and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

        he suffered death and was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 

            in accordance with the Scriptures; 

        he ascended into heaven 

            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

 

Father, we pray for your Holy Catholic Church; That we all may be one. 

 

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you;  

That your Name may be glorified by all people. 

 

We pray for all bishops, priests, and deacons; especially for Sarah, Archbishop of Canterbury, for 

Sean, our Presiding Bishop; for Julia, our Bishop; Marissa & Jean Baptiste, our Canons and for 

James, our priest; That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments. 

 

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;  

That there may be justice and peace on the earth. 

 

Shelter under your care, the men and women of our armed forces at home and in distant places; 

That their courage may grow daily, their faith increase, and their strength never fail. 
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We pray for all police and fire personnel called to protect us, our families, and neighbors; our 

homes, our streets, and our community;  

 That they may, with all who trust in you, never grow weary or faint. 

 

Uphold physicians, nurses, caregivers, and all others who minister to the sick and suffering; 

That they may serve their patients with wisdom, skill, and empathy. 

 

Give us grace to do your will in all that we undertake;  

That our works may find favor in your sight. 

 

Have compassion on those who suffer from any grief or trouble;  

That they may be delivered from their distress. 

 

Give to the departed eternal rest; Let light perpetual shine upon them. 

 

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;   

May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom. 

 

We pray for the Black Churches United of our Diocese:   

Saint Bartholomew’s, Cambridge / Saint Cyprian’s, Roxbury / Church of the Holy Spirit, 

Mattapan / Saint John & Saint James, Roxbury / Saint Mark’s, Dorchester / Saint Mary’s, 

Dorchester and our parish, Saint Augustine & Saint Martin, Boston. 

 

In our Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray for the Churches of the Alewife Deanery:  

Church of Our Saviour, Arlington / St. John’s Church, Arlington / Order of St. Anne & 

Bethany House of Prayer, Arlington / The Standing Committee / Brotherhood of St. Gregory 

 

In our Anglican Cycle of Prayer, we pray for The Anglican Church of Australia 

 

We pray for the growth of this Parish in mission, numbers, and impact for the building up of 

God’s kingdom. 

 

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others, either silently or aloud. 
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PARISH LIFE PRAYERS 

 

For a Birthday or Wedding Anniversary 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant(s) as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their trust in 

your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

For Travelers 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find 

wherever we go: Preserve those who travel; surround them with your loving care; protect 

them from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey’s end; through Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION                    (BCP 360) 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you, in thought, word, and 

deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 

and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 

forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 

Name. Amen. 

 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen. 

 

 

THE PEACE 

    Celebrant:     The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  People:    And also with you 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 



11 

THE HOLY COMMUNION  

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN           Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending        H 057 
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DOXOLOGY 

 

 

SURSUM CORDA & PREFACE 

Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 

People:    And also with you. 

Celebrant:   Lift up your hearts. 

People:    We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:    It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 

Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth…. 

 

…Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:  
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SANCTUS                            H S130 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

 

…Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

…By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

    hallowed be thy Name, 
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    thy kingdom come, 

    thy will be done, 

        on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

    as we forgive those 

        who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

    but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

    and the power, and the glory, 

    for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

Celebrant:   Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

People:    Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

 

AGNUS DEI                            H S158 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF HUMBLE ACCESS 

We do not presume to come to this your Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own 

righteousness, but in your manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to 

gather up the crumbs under your Table. But you are the same Lord whose property is 
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always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of your dear 

Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in 

us. Amen. 

 

INVITATION 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 

and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

We invite those unable to be present with us today to pray the following: 

 

In union, O Lord, with your faithful people at every altar of your Church, where the Holy Eucharist is now 

being celebrated, I desire to offer to you praise and thanksgiving. I remember your death, Lord Christ; I 

proclaim your resurrection; I await your coming in glory. Since I cannot receive you today in the 

Sacrament of your Body and Blood, I beseech you to come spiritually into my heart. Cleanse and 

strengthen me with your grace, Lord Jesus, and let me never be separated from you. May I live in you, and 

you in me, in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION HYMN                Jesus Came Adorned by  Angels              H 454 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Almighty and ever living God, we thank you for feeding us with the spiritual food 

of the most precious Body and Blood of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 

and for assuring us in these holy mysteries that we are living members of the Body of 

your Son, and heirs of your eternal kingdom. And now, Father, send us out to do the 

work you have given us to do, to love and serve you as faithful witnesses of Christ our 

Lord. To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the 

knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 

Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 

 

DISMISSAL 

 Celebrant:   Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

 People: Thanks be to God. 
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RECESSIONAL            Hail to the Lord’s Annointed                H 616 
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ANGELUS 

 

V. The Angel of the Lord 

announced unto Mary,  

R. And she conceived by the Holy 

Ghost.  

 

V. Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord 

is with thee, Blessed art thou among 

women and blessed is the fruit of 

thy womb, Jesus.  

 

R. Holy Mary, Mother of God, 

pray for us sinners now and at 

the hour of our death. Amen.  

 

V. Behold the handmaid of the 

Lord;  

R. Be it unto me according to thy word.  

Hail, Mary . . . 

 

V. And the Word was made flesh,  

R. And dwelt among us.  

Hail, Mary . . .  

 

V. Pray for us, O holy Mother of God.  

R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.  

 

Let us pray: We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts; that as we have known the 

incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ by the message of an angel, so by his ☩ Cross and Passion we 

may be brought unto the glory of his resurrection. Through the same Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

POSTLUDE 
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CLERGY & STAFF 

The Most Rev. Sean W. Rowe, Presiding Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Julia E. Whitworth Diocesan Bishop 

Rev’d Fr. James M. Hairston, Priest-in-Charge 

Mr. Tristan Leung, Pianist 

Mr. James Carter, Jr., Sexton 

Ms. Leah Kyle, Bookkeeper 

 

VESTRY 

Ms. Judith Graham-Robey, Senior Warden 

Mr. Darnley Corbin, Jr., Junior Warden 

Ms. Adrienne Campbell, Treasurer 

Dr. Kafi Meadows, Clerk 

Ms. Cynthia Brewington 

Ms. Barbara Dewey 

Ms. Phylerine Green 

Dr. Carrie Guscott 

Ms. Roxanne Hoke-Chandler 

Ms. Marilyn Marion 

Ms. Ceferina Murrell-Benezra 

 

 

*Hymns & Music Selections 

  - From RiteSong. Copyright 2025 Church Publishing Incorporated All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission 

   - Doxology from The Hymnal of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the United States of America 1940. Church Pension Fund. 

 

*Bulletin Images:  

•Guess, Michael. Adventus, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55806 

 
*Angelus Image: 

Crite, Allan. Streetcar Madonna 

 

https://diglib.library.vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=55806

